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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, LE, US 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE ARMY: PLANS FOR RECONSTITUTION 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION MARCH 22 FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOUTROS TOLD ME MOST VITAL QUESTION FOR LEBANON TODAY 
WAS RECONSTITUTION OF ARMY AND FIRST, AND MOST 
IMPORTANT, STEP WAS TO REPLACE PRESENT COMMANDER, 

GENERAL HANNA SAID. HE AND PRESIDENT HAD HAD LONG 
AND UNSATISFACTORY CONVERSATION OF THE SUBJECT WITH 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN AND HIS SON DANY ON WEEKEND. HE AND 
PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THEY MUST TAKE 
BULL BY THE HORNS AND APPOINT NEW ARMY COMMANDER 
WHATEVER THE CONSEQUENCES. THEY PROCEEDING IN THAT 
DIRECTION AND WOULD ANNOUNCE IT "SOON." I SAID THIS 

WAS GOING TO BE TOUGH DECISION AND WISHED HIM LUCK. 

2. COMMENT: IF SARKIS DOES MOVE AGAINST HANNA SAID NOW 
IT IS LIKELY TO MEAN CONFRONTATION WITH CHAMOUNISTS. 

SHOWDOWN WILL HAVE IMPORTANT CONSEQUENCES FOR LEBANON, 
HOWEVER IT GOES. 

PARKER 
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